n humble 


E NQUIRY, 


by way of 


CATIEC H ISM. 
After the mind of 


CHRIST, 


In that Portion of Holy Writ, 


commonly called the 
COD FaRaaval 


| Madefor the — — judg- 
} ments, and quickning your 
defice neither with the Superftitious to = 
it, nor without Warrant to diſuſe it, but 
to walk humbly,and underſtandingly, 


in the religious uſt thereof ; for your 
more comfortable communion with 


God in Chriſt Jeſus. 


In order unto this Enquiry, ſome few Quefti. 
ons are Reſolved for cleering the lawful and cxpe- 
dient uſe ot the Lords Prayer, asa Prayer ; and 
the Conſi ſte ncy thereof with praying by 

the Spirit. 


Sa: 777 

Printed for Rich: Lowndes, ut the White-Lion + 
in 8. Paws Church-yard, — North» 

door, 1657, 
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(1) 
$4424624 +0662 hb tt tente 
An humble E x < ut &'y by 


way of CaTECH1 SME, 
afrer the mind of Chriſt in that 
portion of Holy Writ cotn- 
monly called the 
LORDS PRAYER, 


| Q, #$4#*H4 wore have you from Gd to 


$w/$ Pray wits bu 7 1 
7 A. Hu command and bis pro- 
$4435 miſe, Mat. 7.7. 4 

(1). What rule bath God given for tur direflion 
i” prayer ? 

A. The whole word of God is of aſe to di- 
rect us to pray according to his will, that we 
may be confident he will bear us, but the ſpe- 
cial tur is that portion of it uſually called the 
Lords Prayer, 1 Jo. $. 14. 

Q. I: the Lords Prayer a/ponted onely for * 
raſe m to frame auf prayers, or i in projer 
| it fe wile ?! 
| A vis both; 

Q; prove you that ? 
A. Tiiat it is @ rule or pattern I prove from 
2 Mat, 


— 


'; 


* 


* 


(2) 
Matr.6.9. After this manner pray ye, &c. That 
it is a prayer I prove from Luk. 11.2. When ye 
pray, lay it. 

Q. But is it poſſible in reaſon tobe a pation 
and prayer allo! 

A. As poſſible no doubt, 8s one building to 
be « pattern or model for another. 

Q. What this may we gather from Chrift 
appointing it for a prayer 4s wih ſ a pat 
tern 

A. That be would bave us uſe it ſometimes 
as « prayer, that we may the more readily uſe it 
any time 85 u pattern. 

Q. wWhirefore think you do many Minifters and 
prople of God, generally cle their own prayers 
with the Lords prayer ? 

A. Becauſe they knowing that the beſt prayers 
they can frame are full of deſectu. they there- 
fore defire to repair thoſe defect with _ that 
prayer of Chrift, which they are ſure bath per- 
feRtion and falngſy in it. 

Q. What one Fhecial reaſon may Miniſter: 
have, for their more frequent wſt of this prayer 
in publick ? 

A. T he diſcharge of their duty in endeavour. 
ing to preſerve that pattern freſh and ready in 
their peoples heads, to which they know them 
bound to conſorm the moſt ſerious thoughts of 
their hearts in their own private addrefles to 
Almighty God. Q. 


(3) 

. But deth not thi; proger bind up the iÞi- 
yit of 4 wan which ought ts be fres is th 
duty ? 

A. No, for though by its expreſs words 
it binds up his tongue as all other do 
for that preſent time, yet for the wad 
matter in it. it is of ſo vaſt an extent as no ham- 
ble ſpirit will dare to ſay he can comprehend it 
all. 

. But „ not requiſite, notwithſhanding 
this proyer comprebends aft we can ath, that 
we ſhonld as er „ Wor can, perticuloicu 
r wants ts God in ther expreſſions 41 
fo ? 

A. Ye, it is very requiſite we be ſenſible 
of particulars, and pray particularly for them, 


| but in regard we are dot able at any time to 


particularize every one, it is therefore neceſſs- 
ry to uſe that prayer alſo which contains every 
particular in it, Phil 4.5. 

„ But « nat the ſuperſtitions abuſe of 
thu projer by Papiſhi « warrantable ples for 
wr net nſfing it at all, ts avoid the liks « 
baſe ! 

A. No more then their idolatrons abuſe of 
thoſe words in the Sacrament, This is my body, 
is « warrant for us to forbear them, rela Jews 
ſuperſtitious abuſe of the name of God is a res. 
ſon for us to fear the pronouncing of his name, 

MY 2. 
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Q. Wu doth the axrebovey ur axtberity 
of thu prefer maks it Ae accepiable ww's 
Ged ? 

No; but 4s in other prayery, ſo i ſa in this, 
heonely who prayeth with a believing, pegitenc 
heart ſhall be accepted of him. 

. Nene pre as will a4 4 patunrs, it 
ei et forms, ts not the m/e ber cef contrary 10 
praying by the ſpirit 2? 

A. No, for we are proper'y laid to pray by 
the ſpirx when the boly ſpirit of Cod doth 
move our defires, and quickes us igtq 4 holy 
importunity with God tor the obtaining ſywme- 
what agreeable to his revealed will. 

Q. Juppeſe we pen down te he waters, 
and then pri them wp % Gol, Will God accept then 
41 4 prayer by the ſpirit ? 

A. No doubt but that the beart going slong 
with them, God will own the work of bs ſpi- 
rit in prayer, when written, as well as he doth 
own it ia his written word. 

2. Bat can ont be [aid to prey by the [pirit, 
who N in form of wards dillated by the 

ſpurit to anther ? 

A. Yes no doubt. and that for two res ſons; 

1. Becauſe otherwiſe, Chriſt imſelf had 
taught bis diſciples by his form of words, to 
pray without the ſpirit, 

3. Becauſe otherwiſe no 8 
cou. 


See 


(s) 
could pray by the ſpirit, whileſt they joyn with 
the Miadter ia bis prayer. 

Q. Bus doth not every eng certainly proy by the 
woe „ without the be'p of & beck, or 
u forw of wares ! 


1 No, not certvinly; for by the 
ſpirit conſi la chiefly in a ſa od tion 
of the underflanding ,- will, and affections, 


and as for the outward expreſſion by words, 
which is a giſt of utters ce, that may be poſh. 
bly given to an unſanct. fied perſon whoſe ſoul 
is not dt all moved by che ſpirit of God in 
prayer, 11.15, 

Q. What ds you think of the gift of prayer, 
and on nb1w it beſtowed 1 

A. If you mean by the giſt of prayer, that 
which u promiſed Zech.12.10, gad ſpoken of 

Eph, 6, 18. Soupplication in the ſpirit , that 
grace of God within which maves the foul to 
a ſiacere aud frequent addreſs to the throne of 
grace, then I (ay it is « ſaving gift, and given 
onely to the children of God, Gal. 4.6. 

But if you mean the gift of expreſſios onely 
whereby a man is enabled with readineſs and 
variety of phraſe to utten his thoughts in 
prayer, then | ſay that this git of prayer is 
onely a common gift of God, beſtowed — 
times upon a hypocrite for the good of 
others onely , and ſometimes upon u Saint 
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(6) 
for the good of bimfelf and othery alfo, 

Q, Can we certainly diſcern in whow thu gift 
of prayer u. and in . not ! 

A. No, but we muſt jadge charitebly of all, 
as well of thoſe who want free and full expreſ- 
ſion, as of thoſe who bave it, whiteft cheir 
hves are no barre to our charity for they who 
want the gift of utterance , mey yet have « 
comfortable enlargement of heart chereun- 
to, and ſome may have both theſe, 11.38, 14. 
2 Cor. 6. 1. 

Q. What advice ds yew give me concern 
ing the gift of prayer for my own prattice ? 

A. I adviſe thee firſt to labour for a holy bum. 
ble believing beart to pray withall, and ſe- 
condly to expreſs thy ſelf rhe beft thou cant 
by the help of Scripture-phraſe, and the lan- 
guage of holy men. 

. But to return to the Lords Prayer it ſelf, 
bow many principal parts are there in it ? 

A. Three ; 1, the Preface. 2. the Petitions 
themſelves. 3. the (oncluſion. 

O. What are the words of the Prefate ? 

A. Our Father which art in heaven. 
Q. Why deth Chriſt track ws to call Grd Fa 
ther in our prayers ? 

A. For theſe four reaſons ; 

1. To quicken our affections with the conſi- 
deration of his tender and merci ſul nature to 
us a5 & Father, 2. 
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2. To firengthen our faith with the confi- 
derstion of his willingnes to bear us as 

s Father. 

3. To mind us of our duty of loving, bo- 

nouring, and fearing bim as our Father. 

4. To aſſure us that Jeſus Chrift hath ſo per- 

feftly ſatisfied and reconciled us to God, 
that He of a Judge is become our Father; 
& we of enemies are become bis children. 
Rom. 5. 10. 

Q. Art we not to think of and ts intend Ged 
the Son and Holy GHH when we (ay, Ow Father? 

A. Vea. Becauſe where God is called Father 
without mention of the Son, or Holy GhofT, 
(as be is in this place ) there Father is to be ta- 
ken eſſentially for the three perſons, But where 
Father is mentioned with Son, or Holy Ghoſt, 
there it is to be taken perſonally for God the 
Father onely. 

Q.1f God the Sou then br owr Father alſo, how 
is be ſaid in Scripture to be eur brother ? 

A. Becanſe as be is God he is cur Father, 
and as he is man he is our brother, 

Q. But bow can Chriſt be intended ber, ſeeing |. 
it i for bis ſaks We hope tobe brard: can be that 
btareth our prayers, and be for whoſe ſake they are 
brand br the ſame perſon ? 

A. Yes, for as he s God, be it is who bear- 
eth uind as he is Mediatour he it is for whom 


ye are beard, . 
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Q. Whom ds you intend be, hauf ſelf, whin 

you ſay, Our, &c. 

m All ſuch #s are the adopted ſons of God, 
and are in the Communion of Saints. 

Q. But bow cax you properly ſay, Our, when 
you ray alone ? 

A. Bectuſe, albeit | aca glone in perſon, yet 
as « member of the true Church, 1 have the 
company of the people of God joyning in their 
prayers with me for the ſame thing, 

Q. her: fore hath Chriſt taught ws te / Our 
Father, rather then My father ? 

A. fo teach ys thera things 

1. Charity in ſeeking - good of qthers 
as well as of our ſelves. 

2, Humility io not deſpiſing the meaneſt 
in the Charch, being all children of 
the ſame father. 

3. Unity in faith and affeRion, as being 
bretbren, 

Q. But bath wot Chrift left V free is aur pri 
vate prayers toapply Gor hi] parueulerly 
ts awr [elves by the Ward, My, a1 My Faber, 
CAly Lord, My God? 

A. Yes that he hath, ab appears by Mat.6.6. 

Q, What « rant by brayes ? 

A. That which is called the heaven of bea- 
vens 2 Chr.6. 18. that is, the place above thoſe 
heavens we fre, where Gods glory mot 

err 
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evident'y appeareth to his Saints. 

Q. Bat iy n6t God every where preſent 1 

A. Yes, 

G Why i be than ſaid bire ts be in raves , 
rather then ellewhbere ! 

A. For two realons, 

1. Becauſe there be appeareth after a more 
glorious manner then any where elle. 

2, To teach us when we pray to raiſe 
our thoughts and affcRions from earth 
to heaven. 

(1, Heving epened the Preſace, tell ws le. 
Way pris ien there art i- thu prajer ? 

A. There be fix petitions im it. 

Q. How e % divided ? 

A. Lato three conceraing God, and three 
concerning our ſelves. 

Q.# by are the three which concern God (@ in 
the fit place ? 

A. ſo teach. us that the honaur of God 
qught to be dearer unto us then any good of 
out OWN, 

. Which « the firſt that concerns C? 

A. Hallowed be thy name. 

Q. What w meant *y i ame in thu plact # 

A. Gods titles, prop rt es, word and works, 
by which be is known + embed as by # 


name: 


Q, 


( 10!) 

Q. What ds you wnd rfland by babetved ? 

A. The — ng, apart Gods ee from all 
abuſe, to 1 moſt ſacred 9 

Q, What | — in effeft ds we defire of Cad in 
thus petition ! 

A. That he would enable us and others ſo to 
do, to think, and to ſpeak of God, of his attri- 
bores, bis word and his works, as be may be 
thereby glorified. 

Q. What © the ſecond petition ? 

A. Thy Kingdom come, 

Q, What Kingdom u meant here? 

A. The Kingdom of grace and of glo- 


Q. What « e K ing dow of grace ? 

A. Gods ruling in our 4 by bis word 
and ſpirit, 

Q #hat then in ell ds we beg of Gudin 
this petition ? 

A. That God would ſubdue the Devil, the 
World, the Fleſh, and the power of fin in 
us; and that he himſelt would dwell, and reign 
in us by his ſpirit of grace, that in the end we 
may reign with him in glory. 

Q. Why it this petition ſet immudzately After 
the former ? 

A. Becauſe we cannot ſanctiſie Gods name, 
except Gods Spirit dwell in as, 


Q 
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Q., What i the thrd petition ? 

A. Thy will be done on earth as it is in bea 
yen. 

Q. What art the principal things we pray for in 
the former pot of it, T by will be done on earth ? 

A. Theſe three ; 

1. We pray that God would enable us to 
obey, him in all his commands. 

2, That we may be content with whatſoever 
fate or condition God ſhall call us unto, 
Heb. 13.5. 1 Tim.6.$. 

3, That we may deny our ſelves, and re- 
nounce our own wills in all chings which 
are not agreeable to Gods wil, Mar, 16. 24, 

©. What do we pray for in theſe latter wo dy, 
| Al it #1 in heaven ? 

A. For grace to do the w.ll of God with 
ſuch readineſs, cheerfulneſs, conftancy , «od 
faichfulneſs as the Angels and Saints do his will 
in heaven, 

LY. But can we ehe grace to, perform the 
will of God bere en tarth ſo will @ they do it in 
heaven ! 

A. No, not to do it ſo well that is, ſo per- 
ſectly as they, but to do our beſt as well as they, 
we may expect ſufficiency of grace to enable us. 

But then why are we tang ht to pray for that 
which We cannot bope to obtain ! 


A1. For three reaſons , 
1.10 
* | 
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To let us know that even ſuth Hbebience 
as they perform, is our duty alſo. 

2. To quicken us to a holy flriving after 
further degrers of grace to do Gods will 
while we are here. 

3. To hint unto us for our comfort, that 
God will one day perfet bu ptaces in 
us anſwerable do our prayers, 

Q. Why #1 this priition ſet next aftey the ſer- 


wer 7 


A. Becauſe our doing and ſubmitting toy 


Gods will doth neceſſarily follow the reigning 
of Gods ſpirit in our wills. 

O. What t the fourth peticion / 

A. Gwe os this day our daily breed. 

Q. #hat t hir« meant by bread ?! 

A. All things neceſſary for our nature, our 
calling, cur charge. 

Q. why ave we taught to pray for idem by 
the name of bread, rather thin of riches amd 
dammit: ? - 

To teach ms moderation in our defiring 
and uſiog all remporal bleſhngs, that ſo if we 
have but food and rayment we may be there 
withal content, 1 Tim. 6.1. 

Q. why are we tang ht 16 pray for daily yarher 
then werk ly, er yearly bread ? | 

A. For two reafons : 

1. To rake us off from immoderate 

care 


{ 
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tire for the time to come. 
2. To thinde vs of the ſhortneſs of our lives, 
Q. by & ir calfed ray bread ! 
A. Becauſe God would have us make it ours, 
| Q. How can wi th that ? 
ef. Two wayes: 
1.By believing in Jeſas Chrift through whom 
we have a ſpiritual right to the creatures, 
2. By uſiog law ſul means to obtain it, where- 
by we may have a civil right unto it. 
„. Q. Why are we tavght ts ſay, Give ? 
A, To make ns humbly le of our own 
poverty, #nd of Gods free mercy from whence 
all we have doth comer Chr 59 12. 
Q Whit mort way we lars from that Word 


Give 7 
; A. Two duties: 
| 1. To be thankfully content with what the 
_ deftowes upon us, how little ſoever 
2. Not to envy others what the Lord be- 
LI ſtowes on them how much ſoe ver it be. 


e Q. Sappoſe God hath already given a plenes- 
& 1} fully of all things Ae, are we ff bewnd to 
put ap this petition ? . 
4 A. For three reaſons we are: 
1. Becauſe although we have them at pre- 
ſent, yet we may loſe them before we 
aſe them. 


1. Be. 
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2. Becauſe though we bave them and uſe 

them, yet we can have no profit or com- 

fort in them without Gods bleffing on 
them, Mat.4.4- 

3- Becauſe thongh we bave already what we 

think neceſſary, yet we may want even at 

preſent, what God knowes neceſſary for 


us. 

H. ſhall we hnow when Gods bleſſing 
1% wpon bu gifts ? 

A. By theſe three fignes ; 

1, When they ſatisfic our natures, 

2. When they content our minds. 

3. When we improve them to the ſervice 
and glory of God, 1 Cor.10. 31. Rom, 
146, 

©. What i: the fifth petition 7 

A And forgive us, &c. 

9. Why i this preition annexed to the former 
with this wo d Andywhen 4s the three firſt petitions 
* wil bout ut ? 

. To ſhew that theſe two petitions have 
have not & neceſſary dependance upon each 
other as the three firſt have ; but chat the one 
may be granted without the other, bread may 
de graated where pardon is not — beſtowed, 
Plal.17 14. 

2. Wor dath this petition immediattly follow 
the former d p 
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of, To teach us that although we ee» 
queſt the comforts of this life, and poſſibly ob- 
tain them, yet we cannot in res ſon expect the 
holy uſe and fruit of them unleſs God in mercy 
pardon our fins, which are the ordinary binde- 
rances to our enjoyment of them, 

Or, 

A. To teach us not to reſt content in the ob- 
taining of bread without ſome good affurance 
of the pardon of our fins. 

Q. What kind of forgiveneſ; do we here beg of 
God ! 

A. Such onely as his juftice may be no loſer, 
but receive ſatisfaction of another, even our 
furety Jeſus Chris. 

Q.# bow ds we mean by the words Vinud Our! 

A. Not onely our felves, but all ſuch as by 
faith lay bold on Chrift, pleading his merits and 
ſatisfaction. 

Q. #hy muſt we ſay, Vi, and Ow, rather 
then me and mine ! 

A. To teach us not onely to extend our 
charity and care ſor the temporal, but alſo for 
the ſpiritual good of our neighboars, 

Q. Why are they called eur trifpaſſes ! 

A. To «flore us that whatſoever fins we 
do by conſent commit, ſhall be put upon our 
account, notmuchRanding all temptations from 


. 
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Q. why muſt we ſay, fo give ? 

A. For two reaſons ; 

1, To mind us of our own diſability to ſatis» 
fie Gods juſtice; 

2. To ſhew us the neceſlity of a Surety 
whoſe ſatisfaction God may accept. 

Q, Why are our fins called eur debt as Well as 

eur treſpeſſes ? 

A. To mind us of the eternal impriſonment 
under the wrath of God which we are bound 
to ſuffer for not paying the debt of our obe- 
dience to his a, Mat 5 26. Gal. 5. 3. 

Q. Whertlore is God ſaid ts for gt , (ering 
Chriſt /atifieth bim for ws ? 

A. For three reaſons ; 

1. Becauſe he is Gods own Son from whom 

he takes this ſatis faction. 

2, Becauſe he freely gave this his Son to make 
ſatisfaction, Jo, 3. 16. 

3. Becauſe it was his own free promiſe to ac- 
cept the ſatis faction which his Son made, 
and not to require it of our perſons. 

QC We makes ſome (atisfattion to Sed f 
for fin by our own performance: ! 

A. No, for two reaſous, f 

1. Becauſe whatfoever we do is imperſect. 

3, Becaaſc if what we do were perſect, yet | 
it is due by the law, and fo cannot pals 
for payment, any more then dne debt can | ( 

pay 
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off? another; See Luk. 17.8 9,10. 
Q. Wherefore art theſe werd added, A. . 
fergive, c. 

«A. For a double uſe ; 

1. As rule to walk by in our pradiice. 

2. As a comfortable teſtimony of our par- 
don. 

Q.1yhben i1 4 man truly ſaid ts forgive another? 

A. When he layeth aſide all hatred and re- 

venge, and is ready to do good for the evil re- 
teived. 

Q Mien indevew to forget injuries 41 

well as forgive ie 

A. Yes, for two reaſons ; 

1. That he may be like God, who hath pro- 
miſed ro forget their fins whom he for- 
gives, EZck, 33. 16. EZek. 18.22. Iſai. 43.25. 
Mat 5. 45,48. 

2. For fear bu remembring the injury be- 
tray bim into angry or revengoefull 
thoughts. 

Q. Her can one man be ſaid to forgive ane- 

ther ? 

A. He may forgive ſo far as it is hurtſul to 

himſelf, but not as it is # fin againſt God. 

Q. 9 #4 ſei down indefinately, T hew that 

treſpaſi, &. 

A. to 

God doth 


us not to diflinguiſh where 


to 8 ſorrs of = 
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ſons, all kinds of off-nces, and at all times. 
Q. What doth this word. Ar imply in tha place? 
A. Two things, 1. AL k-nels, 2. A Reaſon, 
Q. How g we with [-fety te our ſelves, or 
reverence to God, defore bu 'or giving to be like 
enrs ſering eur is at the beſt but im ? 

A. We may defire God to forgive us as 
fully in his complete and perfect way of for- 
giving. at we do ſincerely in our imperſect and 
weak wav of forgiving, 

Q, How appe-r1 it to ply a reaſon / 

A From Lok 11.4. for we torg ve them, &c. 

Q. How doth the reaſon of Gods forgiving ws 
ariſe 'r r forgiv ng one another ? 

A From the infinite diſproportion betwixt 
the love wherewith God forgiveth us, and 
the love which diſpoſeth us to forgive one 
another, 

4 I: Grd bliged by ww forgiving ether: to 
forgi oa w ? 

«A. No, he is obliged onely by bis own free 
promiſe to forgive us ; and that, not for, but 
upon our forgiving others. 

Q. I: mat then our forgiving others 4 canſe of 
Gods forgiving wa # 
* eo. No, it is onely a condition of Gods 
forgivirg ns, 


Q. Doth en forgiving go before Geds er 
ner 7 
A. 
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A. Ia one reſpeſt it doth, in another ir doth 
not 

Q. In what reed dath it ? 

A. la reſpect of our comfortable g ſſurance 
of pardon from God the grace of God ens bling 
us to pardon others doth firſt appear to us. 

Q. In whit refpeft doth ir vet ? 

A. In reſpet of Gods immediate a& of 
pardoning us in heaven ; the grace enabling us 
to pardon others doth follow it as an t ſſect of 
that love of God in Chriſt wherewith be ac- 
cepts and pardons us. 

Q Whit uſe may we make of bring able to 
forgive other 1 ? 

A. We may uſe it as an evidence to s ſſurs 
our ſelves of ſucceſs in our addrefles for for- 
giveneſs of our own fins, Jo 3.14.19. 

Q. Suppoſe We know rot any who tre Paſs 4 
gainſt ws, in what ſenſe then muſt we pray, At 
we fr give them, Ofc, 

A. We muſt then underftand the habit of 
charity, and the readineſs we are in to forgive,io 
caſe we were offended. 

Q. What inconvenience folliWes, if we be not 
in charity when we put wp thu petition ? 

A. We bar betwixe Gods mercy ard 


our (ins, & not onely live in « damneble 
eftate, hat y for our damaation. Mat, / 
6. 15. bet 
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Q Cannot we avoid thitby owitting thi 
prajer, and wſing ether expreſſions ? 

A. No, for whatſoever prayer we make, the 
condition upon which God will onely grant, is 
the ſame with this in the Lords prayer, Mar, 
F.23. &c. 

Q I: it not beſt then net topray at al while 
we 4rs# out of charity ? 

A. No, becauſe then we adde more guilt to 
our ſin of uncharitableneſs to our neighbour, 
namely, the neglect of our duty and ſervice 
to God. 

Q. Whit muſt we then do in thu caſe ? 

A. We muſt pray, and pray part-cularly for 
a Pardon of our uncharitableneſs, and beſeech 
the Lord to meeken and humble our ſpirits into 
a more Chriftianlike frame, 

Q. But what cem bort Can a man have in yay» 
er, when be Ke bys pra yer 41 wor accept able ? 

A. All the comfort he hath lies in his hopes, 
that 4s God hath given him a ſenſe of his own 
uncharitablen« (+, and 2 heart to pray againt it; 
ſo be will in hu good time give him a charits- 
ble ſpirir, and ther by open a door of comfort 
to all his prayers, 

Q. What it thr ſixth and iff petition ? 

A, Aud lead us rot into temptation, &c. 

() Wot 41 meant by temptation ? 

A Every thing which enticeth us to fin. 
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Q. 1:it abſolutely fefa to be tempied ? 

A. No, for Chriſt was tempted, yet ſinned 
not, Heb.4.15. 

Q. Min then do we pray againſt temptation ? 

A. Becauſe we are naturally apt to yield to 
temptation, which Chrift was not. 

Q, Are We tawtht here to pray abſolutely nat 
to bt tampred ? 

A. No, bat that if we be tempted, yet that 
= may not be overcome, and carried into 
in. 

Q, By whow, or by what, art we uſually tem- 
pred to (in? 

A. By the Devil, by our own luſts, and by 
the world. 

Q How dub the Devil mr 

A. By inward and ontward means. 

Q. How by inward mugs 7 

A. By ftirrirg up our corrupt affeRtions, and 
thereby enclining our wills to his temptations. 

. How by outward means 7 

A. By preſenting to our imagioations, or to 
our outward ſenſes lach object and opportuni» 
ties of finning as he conceives moſt ſaitable to 
our corrupt minds, 2 Sam. 11.2. Joſh. 7. 21. 
Gen. 4 8. 

Q. Againſt what ether temprations are we 
langht 222 ? 
A. Agi a proſperity , and, 
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adverſity, which are temptations, or trialla of 
our graces. 

Q. How againſt profperuy ? 

A. As eAgsr did 8gainft riches, Pro,30.8, g. 
that they may not prove an occaſion of forget- 
ting God by relying upon them, or abuſing of 
them, 

2. How againſt adverſity ? 

A. That God lay no more upon us then he 
will enable us to bear, but give en bappy iſſue 
with the temptation. 1 Cox. 10. 1 3. 

Q.When it Ged [aid iA inte temptation 7 

A. 1 When he ſuff:rs us to be tempted. 

2. When he makes uſe of the Temprers 8s 
execationers of his juſtice , by grving us 
over judicial'y to Saran, or to our own 
vile affection . 2 Thefl.x.r 1. 

3 When he withdrawerh his grace which 
ſh-0'd entble us to rehſt temptation. 

Q_ What ds you thſerve from the very word 

temptatun ? 

A. The freenet or liberty of mans will in 
doirg evil, it not being forced, but onely tem- 
pred ur enticed, 

Q. What le-rn you by thu petits againſt 
frm pra cou 4 

4. lhree things : 

1. To mike choice of ſuch a dwelling,calling, 
compny, times and place,: may leaſt en. 

pole me to temptatign, 2. Lo 
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2. To pray earneſtly againſt infection by 
temptations in caſe I fall among them. 

3. To pray at all times for the atliftance of 
Gods grace, and the beip of all means 
which may incite me unto holineſs. 

Q. What u the ſecond port of thus geritten 

A. But deliver us from evil. 

Q From what evil do we deſire to be dil e 

A. From all finful motions of our own 

bearts, ſuggeſtions of the Devil, and allure 
ments of the world. 

Q. From what evil; c= ſhruld wo de fore fs 

be delivered? 

A. From thoſe to which we are moſt natu- 
rally inclined, a/ d unto which rhe place or per- 
| ſons where we live do moſt entice ns, 

(), Whenis God ſaid to deliver from the evil 
of fon? 

A. 1. When he prevents us from falling in- 
to ſin. See Gen, 10.6, 

2. When be recovers us by faith & repentance. 

3. When he works good to our ſouls by that 

which followeth our (1oful falls.2 Cor.7.10,11, 

Q. What good doth God work, 19 bu chilaren 

TT of their ſons 1 
- A three- ſold good: 
| 1, He thereby makes them walk more humb- 
y in the ſenſe of their own weaknels. 
More fearful of Gang — 4 
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Q. What whel/om truths may we gather frow 
this ſecond part of thus petition ? 

A. | hete three ; 

1. That there is hope of recovery for ſuch as 

are fallen into fin. 

2. That God onely can work this recovery. 

3- That God expets prayer for it, before 

we can reaſonably expect to obtain it, 

Q. Frou what evil de wt pray here te be deli. 
vered brfodes the rol of fin! 

A. From the evil of puniſhment in this life 
and the next. 

Q. How from it in thu life ? 

A. Either by keeping off all puniſhment, or 
by removing it ſpeedily, or by mitigation of it, 
or by ſanctitying it to our eternal advantage. 

A. How from it in the next life ? 

A. By wiping all tears from our eyes for 
ever, 

Q. What learn we from the ann'x t thu Lats 
ter part of thus petition to the former ? 

A. That he who would avo'd the evils of 
ſin and puniſhment, muſt avoid the ſnare of 
temptation, as much as he poſhibly can 

. But why is this petition ſet next to that for 
forgiv neſs of fins ! 

A. Becauſe it is not enough to be cleanſed, 
but we muſt be kept ſoalſo; it is not enough 
to obtain a remedy for ſins paſt, but allo again! 
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finfulneſs for the time to come. 

Q. But ſeeing this latter petition ii to prevent 
fin in , Why was it nut rather ſit before the 
they, that fe we wight, if poſſible, not bove need- 
id 4 pardon ? 

A. Becnnſe we are finfal from the womb, 
ſo that this petition is not to prevent the being 
of fin, which is in all men by nature, but the 
power and growth of fin in as, Ro. 5. 12. 
Eph. 8. 3. 

Q. What then more fully deyou learn from the 
connexion of thu petition te that for forgiveneſs of 
gui ? 

A. Four things ; 

1, That no man may think his fins pardoned 
who hath not a deſite and purpoſe never 
to fin agua. 

2. That Gods mercy to man in pardoning 
his fin, calls for mans duty to God in 2 
vo dir g fin. 

3. That Gods children : ſter pardon obtain» 
ed. are yet ſub ject to fa into fin again, 

4+ Thet we muft cleer our juſtification by 
our ſanct fication. 

Q. How may the ſenſe of thu petivien be with 

reverents rendred in other word: ? 

A. hy theſe ſour expreflions ; 

1. That God would either free us from, or 
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2. That if in jaftice he lead us into temptation, 


be would yet in mercy lead as out again, 
3. That he would either exempt ui from the 
bartel, or aNare us victory. 

4+ That be nud either hold his band over 

us to keep us from taking falls, or put it 
under us to he p us up again, and keep us 
from tekiag harm. Bo 

Q. Having done with the geri, wht 
the other part of prayer which Chriſt bath bert 
fit down ! 

A. Pra ſe. 

Q [Is what word: ? 

A. For thine is the Kingdom, &c. 

Q. How ave We ts comſide y of theſe word! ! 

A. Firft, as they relate to the former petiti · 
om: 5 condly, as they are in themſeives. 

O. How do they relate to the former p ieitions # 

AA Ax a reaſon to ſtrengthen our faich,and 
encourage our confidence of obtaining thoſe 
petitions. 

Q. How doth that appear ! 

A. From that word, For, which is as much as 
to ſay, we ask and hope for theſc things, becauſe 
thine is the Kingdom, &c. 

©. Whit doth Chrift te ch 6 bereby ? 

A. To preſs home out ſuits to God, with 
the grounds and res ſom of them 

2. WH God be drawn by owr reaſon! 11 do that 

which 
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which other Wile be wonld nat ? 


ſpirit in us as renders our prayers the more ac» 
ceptable to God through ( hriſt. 

S What ſhenld thu trach wa ? 

A. Duely, to confider vefore we pray, what 
we pray for, why we pray ſor it, and what 
grounds we have to obtain it. 

9, Wherewpon bath { briſÞt ranght = hire 
te gronn | our prayers ? 

A. Upon God himſelf, 

Z. How wpon God H= 

A. Beczuſe upon bu Kingdom, bis Power, 
and bis Glory 

What us beret meant by Kingdom 7 
J. Gods abſolute Soveraigaty and right 
over all things, 

Q. Wh by Power ! 

A. His Omnipotency or Ability to do any 
thing be pleaſeth. 

9, What by Glory ? 
A. The excellency of honour and praiſe which 
delongs to bim. 
What is meant by the word, Thins, and T beet 
A. The abſolute ind: pendency, & umver ſality 
of his kingdom. power & glory above all others, 
they being bot borrowers, he only the fountain, 
Q Why are the word: for ever and ever, added ? 
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A. No, bur our reaſons rightly ordered by 
Gods Spirit, do beget ſuch a holy fervency of 
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A. To ſhew the eternity and immutability 
of his Kingdom, Power, and Glory. 

Q. How ds you reuder the cloſe of the Lords 
Prayer in other words? | 

A. Lord grant us theſe our defires, becruſe 
thou tt our King and we thy ſubjects, and be- 
cauſe thou baft power to do what thou plea- 
ſeft, and ſhalt have the glory of all thou plea- 
ſeſt to do, and that to all eternity. 

Q. Hew can men by having theſe petition! 
gr ontea glerifie God? 

As bdeſe three wayes ; 

1. B,. acknowledging God and all his excellen- 
cies, 

2. By making them known to others. 

3. By walking anſwerably in the whole courſe 

of his life, 

Q. What b the tanie of the word «Amen ! 

A. The meaning of this word common in «ll 
languages is, ſo be it, or let it be ſo; and it is (et 
here as a {cal of our faith and fervency, 

. How of ovy faith? 

A. In that hereby we expreſs our aſſurance, 
that ſo it ſhall be as we have. prayed according 
to Gods will. 

©. How of env ſervency ? 

A. In that we hereby expreſs ot t deſire that 
fo far «s God ſhall fre it fit we may obtain 
what we bave de ſired. 
FINIS 
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